
In the last decade or so, Medical education all over
the world has been inundated with innovations in
education, which include innovations in curricular
design, delivery as well as assessments. There is a need
to reflect on the effectives of these innovations
on the learner. Hence the theme chosen for the
2009 International Medical Education Conference
(IMEC 2009) was “Reflections on Innovations”.
The Organising Committee felt that it was timely for
medical educators everywhere to reflect and evaluate
the effect of the many innovations adopted by their
schools.

Medical education has evolved over the decades, with
numerous changes incorporated in the name of
innovations. Why are medical schools accommodating
these changes? Many medical educators have argued
against innovations as they feel that the so-called
“traditional” teaching approaches have produced
competent medical graduates. Hence, they see no need
for change. There is no doubt that the implementation
of “innovations” in the medical curriculum has also
changed the roles of students and teachers. In these days
of information technology, knowledge is so easily
available. Hence, the teacher’s traditional role of being

the resource for factual knowledge is slowly diminishing.
The teacher is taking on the role of a facilitator who is
seeking to promote learning through stimulating
interest amongst the student to acquire knowledge and
skills through critical thinking as well as to develop
self-directed and lifelong learning skills.

Another line of thought is that the changes in
medical education have not kept pace with the changes
in the practice of medicine. Although the rapid
development of technology has allowed the means to
provide an alternative way of learning for the students,
most educators and student still prefer to continue with
mostly face-to-face teaching. The challenge is to apply
learning technologies to support innovations and to
harness it to bring about a paradigm shift in medical
education.

In this meeting, we hope to bring together prominent
medical educationist from medical schools in different
parts of the world to share their experiences on the
impact of the “innovations in medical education” that
have been used in their institutions and to reflect on
these innovations.
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